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*" Last night's announcement bty -

Amarillo police that they belleve
they have captured the man who
raped and strangled Sister Tadea
IBene, brought new hope o the sis-

ters of St. Francis Convenl, who -
sanctily

have prayed [or juslice,
and peace from fear.
Sister Bernice Noggler, provin-

cial superior (o the convent sisters,:

sajd she thanked. God when she
heard that a suspect — 17-year-old
Johnny Garrett, of north Amarillo,
had been arrested in connection
with the 76-year-old nun's death,

The arrest of a suspect came as
pn ankwer (o fervant prayer, and re-
action waa swill from both the con-

vent and Bishop L.T. Malthiesen,’

head of the Diocese of Amanillo.
Matthiesen last night said the sis-
ters of St. Francis Convent have
been living in constant fear since
Sister Tadea's death on Halloween

¢mrarillo-youth, I’
lll r ape slaymg o

A 17yaar-old North Amiﬂlh ymlh wat'
pected Lo bercharged loday with. uﬁm murder.
- 'rape-slaying of Sister Tades Bens; who was f
* her room at St, Francis Convent.
Johnny Garrett was arrested
““warrant'’ charging him with'

47th Distriet At Dmprmll nm;m

and Potter mmﬂ F pﬁ j
. night at ihe police department to m
- . Garrett was arvested without i

" Garrett was being held last ni;ht:hl’dfr fail;and 5
.- lranaferred loday to Potter Jall;
e HIl sald the complaint Lo be M

" mitted the murder \vhue in. lho course o{mounrfelaly‘

orrape. it

%+ *We think wecmprmeifberburghryorrlw
mcm;vicuoci: of clp::al ﬂu’r:ururrm :
ther life in prison or deat njction: T
; Hill uh; that he will recommend that bail be denjec
“ . hewill be charged with a capital offense, . ;
: - Garrett was *'not & until sometime oy
7 said. Police detective Sgt. Waiter Yerger rupemﬂﬂd
"~ fingerprints in a numbér.of ares burglaries’ and
~"_.. prints with those Laken from the convent, Hill sajd
il He said the detective knew Garreit and '‘new

morning.

| hope, as | said all the way.

through this, to make sure this
doesn't happen again. If this is the
right person, it may mean this (the
end Lo fear for the nuns.

“The sisters have been living in
{ear ever since (Oct. 31). They have
been receiving all kinds of offers of
help. But I think just knowing that

there was someone oul there who-

could strike agamn, was hard lo ac-
cept,’” said Matthiesen.

“This may make them al peace
aguin. They stll would forgive any
person who did this. But Lhey
wouldn't want anybody to go
through that again.”

Malthiesen said he believed law
enforcement offices have worked
hard 10 solve the rape-slaying cane

“We really do appreciale the
work that the police department has
dune. They have been very pood,
even though there was a difference
In view pownl aboul the Cuban refu-
gee situation, when they wanted the
Catholic Family Services lo release
all theur files on Cuban refugees.

{ think it was because they 1the
policey wanted to be sure that
whoever did thin would el do it
again. They wanted to pursue every
avenue they could,” said Matthie
sen

“The police were giving the sis:
ters 24-hour protection, and sind
they would continue that as Jong us

Please sea NUNS, 6 A

and, together withnmhmmdmmw
_ team that has been working on the murder of MTM
enough evidence to arrest Garvett. - - i o
5% **We have (ingerprints that link hlm ‘
.. the. room,"* Hill said. He would not elaborste on oﬂiu'-m__ ‘
case, but said that mm—-"ﬂdd:my w
anything td do with thecrime" : wuobwnad 4
.will be tested. ;
“We still havealotofevideneetonmla«m,“'
Hill declined comment on whether Garrett
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- =Skl photos by JOE ABELL ;-
“Pure stroke of good mveshgallon ..Hill, Neal and Boker announce urrest top. -

Suspect’s family huddle together at pohce station last night.

v

__life was a witness to her deep belief -
in God, she believed in Him and a fu-

Nuns prayed. =

necessary. The sisters. were, veryk ;

.. grateful for that.” = .

Matthiesen  also sa:d thougﬁ a-

inurder suspect has been, arrested, -

that Sister Tadea has beeh at: 'PE3CE . and. therefore I consider her a mar-

with God for some time. - ..

“‘In Sister Tadea's death and in-
her’ life, she gave a wonderful wit-
ness to her bellef in God, Her whole

“ture life, and I think she is with Him

now," said Matthiesen.

' I think we would be thankful,
that — if this is'the person and that -
of course remains to be seen — we
would be glad the people could rest
assured and not fear a, repetmon "‘,

the bishop said.
“Sister Bernice, responding for‘
the convent, said, -‘‘It- wasn't so

much that he (the murderer) would
come back here to strike, but that he
was in the area and that he would
just strike again in Amarillo, or
elsewhere, and kill another _person.
And, we didn't want that.

* didn’t pray for her, I prayed to her,
because | see her -as a saint} She

.. died at the hands of another person,

I heard it.

tyr."” Sister Bernice said last night.
“l don't think we  have only
prayed at night. We have prayed ev-
erytime we were in chapel, and.the
sisters prayed individually to God
through Sister Tadea’s intersession.

— “We prayed to Sister Tadea that

she would go to God to get this fa-
vor." ,
Relief was one of the first emo-

tions Sister Bernice experienced aft--

er she heard the news.
“I'was very much relieved when
A great tension bmke

~from my spirit when I heard it

said Sister Berhice. **When I prayed

' before it brought tears to my eyes

- everytime. Tears would come to my

eyes and I would offer those tears,
thinking of her, ahat maybe she
couldn’t evencry.’

Sister Bernice was among “three
carloads” of the 40 sisters of St.
Francis Convent and nuns from oth-
er communities, who attended a

“1 prayed to Sister Tadea i |

-special seminar - on , rapeyat St
. Anthony’s Hospital Sunday nigh l@
Presented by the: ‘Amarillo Police;

‘Department,” the * seminar taught.

Sister Bernice a great deal about the! w
ra&e' raprsts and rape vrcnms’sh'e&
sa : -

a3 leamed that the people who do*
‘think like this, are sick.: They have.
such ‘a -frustration - within- them::
selves that they have to strike: out}
even at the innocent in order to ré=
lease that. heavy tension;” sald'Sis-!
ter Bernice. *1 think that: was~ihe‘.
thing that really struck home' ‘mi
themost.”’. . - ;
Sister Bernice sa:d 1f' the suspect
arrested is Tound-to be Sister Tad-:
ea’s murderer, the citizens of Amar-f‘
illo should thank God also. .
“Give thanks to God for l'us gobd-
neSS and for His fatherly care of Uis."
Sometimes we do haveé to wait for an.
answer and suffer in order-that the:
necessary purification takes place;™
said Sister. Bernice. *‘Sin is evxl -‘And
somewhere along the line, sin has'to'

. nun's death. -

be made up for. The consequence of:
the sin-has to be made up for, by 1!1-
nocent.people.”

Sister Bernice. saidﬁ“ster 'I‘adea

s ‘‘at peace with God" _before a
'suspect was ever charged in the
R s RIS

“I feel that Sister Tadea-is at
peace,” said Sister Bernice. ‘I feel
too, that if she were here, she would
tell us, ‘Forgive him.’

“But let justice be done in hls
case,” said Sister Bernice. -

During the days that have foI

" lowed Sister Tadea’s death on- Hal-

loween morning, the retifed nuns’
have been in the chapel praying on
the "hour, taking turns with other
nuns who have tried to go about
their daily routine. ‘

“*Sister Tadea herself was a very:

prayerful woman. And that's why I
always turn to her every-day formy
part. And I would beg her, let the
police find this man so that an end’
may. be put to the evil which he
does,” said Sister Bernice! ... *

“And I would beg God, the Fath-
er who also created him (the mur-
derer), to let him be caught before
he could strike again.”

Last night, another nun was first-
to hear the news that a suspect had >
been arrested and charged in Sister.
Tadea's death. She went to Sister_
Bernice's office to tell her.

**I said, '‘Oh, thank God, if it real- ;



S uspect arrested =

whether he had made a confess:on to =

X

.-.thecnrrre" -
‘' However, ‘_Garrett was . bemg

; quesnoned by police detectives last
' night,” and it was believed that he =

: gave police a statement | ooncermng
~therape andslaying. .

After. the news conference last

night, a woman believed to be Gar-

- rett’'s mother led three youths past

-reporters gathered in the halls of the -

police ' department, covered her

- head and burst into tears as the four.

‘hurriedly ducked . mto the Major
: Crimes Unit office. -

-Hill “said Garrett lives “:n the" :

" area - where the crime occurr‘
within walking- distance of the con-
vent, located at 4301 NE'18th.- .

" He described Garrett as a white -

male with dark brown hair, and said

Garrett-is not presently a student
- and is believed to be unemployed

Asked. if Garrett is' a suspect in-

connection with the July 9 rape-slay-,
7 her absénce from a 6:30 a.m. mass

ing of Narnie Bryson, 77; of 732 N.
‘Houston, Hill . said, “The ‘Bryson
murder case is still open.” He said

the investigation wxll continue in

‘that case.

_Hill praxsed the efforts of the Pot-
‘ter County Sheriff's Department

.and -the Amarillo Police Depart-
ment in obtaining evidence to arrest
the suspect. . :

““The whole investigation was a
concerted effort of the sheriff"s off-

- said. “I would describe it as a ‘pure
stroke of good investigation.”

He 'said ‘he .was ‘‘excited” that
10 :

the case was solved so quickly —
" days-after the murder — in light of -
~the fact that Sister Tadea's body
had been removed from the convent__
. and her room straightened before .
foul play was suspected and pollce
were called. -

..Had another 12 or 15 heurs.

the ground. and nobody ayer known
there was'a murder,”” Hill said..”
Police have said ‘that. an argon
. laser fingerprint . device
department had. acqu:red reeently
" had detected a partial print on a
wood-handled knife found beneath
thebedmthenunsroom :
Sister Tadea's body was found at
*'about 7:30 a:m. Oct: 31 on the floor
" beside the bed in her second-story =
room at St. Francis Convent after .

was'noticed by another sister.
~ She had been raped, beaten and
: strangled, an autopsy showed.

Police said that other nuns at the _ Tadea was responsible for therape-

‘conventat first thought that Sister.
Tadea had died either an accidental
“death or natural death, and foul play _
was not suspected until after a bro-

_ken window was found in the large
" being held by police on' another

community room on the north side

of the convent at about 9:30 a.m.

gooe by, the body may have been in"
- home and . ordered the embalmlnf %

their

_ ice  and - police . depaﬂment e ,Hﬂl s s

told police that 2 hey had fou
* Sister Tadea’ sbody, ™
Amarﬂlo doctor, who"

‘send. the bodydo 1
homeo "". i f i : :
~Police: Iem'ned was: &
bemg embalmed and: caﬂed;,Potter
"'County -Justice: of «the: Peace*L.Bv i
- Bartlett, who* called/the 3ﬁmeral§§§

Detectives said a long pane,,,of :
glass one of four in the communi
_room window, had’ been: broken: A’
" two-by=four board “about 19" inches
__long, found on'the ‘payement under
"the window, might have been used
to break the glass, police said,

“Police eriginally - believed that
the same person. ‘who killed Sister

‘murder ‘of ‘Mrs. ' Bryson, who was
found beaten and Strangled to death . .
In a bedroom gf her northeast Amar- 5
illohome. i
A 28-year-old Cuban refugee

charge of burglary and attempteq_
rape was earlier considered .to be a

* suspect in the nun’s slaying.. After

- evidence was returned from. testmg

at the FBI lab in Washington, D.C.,
local officials said ~the evidenoe
proved inconclusive, hnd they might " -
have been ~“prematurely optimis- .

“'tic” in hoping to have a suspect so

quickly.,

Evidence found in Slster Tadea's
room at the convent and tested at.
the FBI lab included hairs; bloody
sheets and the knife found under the -



